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The EU landing obligation requires that all catches of quota-managed species be landed and counted against 
quota, subject to a limited number of exceptions. For skippers in the demersal fleet, applying this rule correctly 
is complicated by the sheer number of area-, gear- and species-specific exceptions in force, the different rules 
that apply in the North Sea and in the English Channel, and additional national and species-specific conditions 
such as those for sea bass. 

To support consistent and correct decision-making on board, a dedicated flowchart was developed for the de-
mersal trawl fleet (beam trawl and otter trawl) operating in the North Sea and English Channel. The flowchart 
translates the applicable EU technical measures and landing obligation exceptions into a single, sequential deci-
sion tree that a skipper can follow for any catch, from species identification through to the correct logbook code. 

This flowchart was originally developed as part of a broader confidential study, “Bijvangst en teruggooi in de 
demersale visserij - Analyse van praktijk en regelgeving” (Pastoors, M.A. and Molenaar, E., 2025, MPFF 2025/01), 
prepared for Cornelis Vrolijk B.V. That study also analyses discard monitoring data, evaluates the functioning of 
the landing obligation, reports the results of a skipper questionnaire, and sets out detailed species-by-species 
tables and legal annexes. This report has a deliberately narrower scope: it documents only the flowchart itself - 
its purpose, structure and decision logic, the species classification underlying it, and its legal sources - as a 
standalone reference for skippers and other stakeholders. For the underlying analysis of discard practice, the 
evaluation of the landing obligation, and the full species and exceptions tables, readers are referred to the full 
report. 

 

The flowchart translates several layers of EU legislation into a single operational decision tree. The main legal 
building blocks are: 

• The landing obligation itself — Article 15 of the Common Fisheries Policy Regulation (EU) 1380/2013 — 
which sets out the general obligation to land and count catches of regulated species against quota, to-
gether with the four general exceptions it allows for: prohibited species, species with a high survival prob-
ability, de-minimis catches, and catches damaged by predators. 

• The Technical Measures Regulation (EU) 2019/1241, which defines prohibited species (Article 10 and Arti-
cle 21) and minimum conservation reference sizes applicable to demersal stocks. 

• Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/2459, which sets out the detailed high-survival and de-minimis excep-
tions applicable to demersal fisheries (beam trawl, otter trawl, flyshoot/Scottish seine) in the North Sea 
and Skagerrak for the period 2024–2027. 

• Delegated Regulations (EU) 2023/2623 and (EU) 2024/1388, which set out the corresponding exceptions 
for demersal fisheries in the western waters, including the English Channel, for the same period. 

• The Control Regulation (EC) 1224/2009, which defines the logbook reporting codes used throughout the 
flowchart (DIS and LAN, combined with a reason code such as DIM, HSV, NLO or PRO), and which is being 
amended with effect from 10 January 2026 to require haul-by-haul registration of all catches and discards, 
including all catches of sensitive species. 

• The Marketing Standards Regulation (EEC) 2406/96, relevant to the “commercial marketing standards” 
check applied to non-quota species that a vessel wishes to land. 

• Regulation (EU) 2025/202, the annual fishing opportunities regulation, which determines which species 
are quota species for the purposes of the flowchart, and which also lists a number of prohibited species 
(Article 21). 

• Specific national and seasonal rules for sea bass (Dicentrarchus labrax), which — while not a quota species 
— is subject to landing restrictions by area, season and a per-vessel annual tonnage limit. 
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The full regulatory analysis, including the detailed article-by-article exceptions tables for the North Sea and west-
ern waters, is set out in Sections 4.1–4.3 and Annexes 2–3 of the full report (MPFF 2025/01). 

 

The flowchart was developed for the Cornelis Vrolijk demersal fleet following the same iterative approach used 
for the underlying study and for a companion flowchart developed for the pelagic fleet: 

 

The applicable EU regulations and delegated acts were reviewed to identify, for each species or species group 
relevant to the North Sea and Channel demersal fisheries, whether it is prohibited, subject to a quota, or non-
quota; whether a high-survival or de-minimis exception applies for the relevant gear and area; and what the 
correct logbook code is for each possible outcome. 

 

The legal rules were translated into a sequential set of yes/no questions mirroring the order in which a skipper 
would naturally assess a catch: first whether the species may be kept at all (prohibited check), then whether it 
is damaged by predators or disease, then whether it is a quota or non-quota species, and finally — depending 
on the applicable high-survival or de-minimis exceptions and the minimum conservation reference size — 
whether it must, may, or may not be landed, and under which logbook code. 

 

Because high-survival and de-minimis exceptions differ materially between the North Sea and the Channel, and 
between gear types (beam trawl, otter trawl, Scottish seine), the exceptions are presented in two reference 
panels on the flowchart itself — one for the North Sea, one for the Channel — so that a skipper can read off the 
exception applicable to the gear and area actually being fished. A separate branch was added for non-quota 
species that a skipper wishes to land, including the sea-bass-specific season, area and per-vessel tonnage condi-
tions. 

 

The flowchart was reviewed against the practical experience of CV/JZ demersal skippers (see the questionnaire 
results in the full report) and iteratively restructured so that it fits on a single A4 sheet (landscape), suitable for 
use as a printed quick-reference on the bridge. 

 

Figure 1 (next page) shows the decision tree, which is entered every time a fish is caught in the North Sea or 
English Channel demersal fisheries. At a high level, the logic proceeds as follows: 

 Prohibited species (e.g. porbeagle, starry ray, common skate, and other species not otherwise occurring in 
the North Sea or Channel) must be returned to the sea immediately with as little damage as possible (Ac-
tion A, logbook code DIS/PRO). 

 Fish visibly damaged by predators or disease is also returned to the sea (Action B, DIS/PDM). 

 For quota species, the flowchart checks whether a high-survival exception applies for the species, gear and 
area (reference panel, top left) or, failing that, a de-minimis exception (second reference panel). If an ex-
ception applies, discarding is allowed under the relevant code, subject to a minimum-size check. 

 If no exception applies, undersized quota fish must be landed as below-minimum-size catch (Actions F/G, 
LAN/LSC or LAN/BMS); fish above the minimum size are landed under normal rules. 

 Non-quota species follow a separate path: if the skipper does not want to land the catch, discarding is al-
lowed (Action H, DIS/NLO); if the skipper wants to land it, the catch must meet commercial marketing 
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standards or the MCRS, after which a further check applies specifically to sea bass — based on season, 
ICES area, and whether the annual per-vessel landing limit has been reached — before landing is either 
permitted (Action J) or discarding becomes mandatory (Action I). 

 

Each end point of the flowchart corresponds to a specific action and logbook entry, summarised below. 

Action Outcome Logbook code 

A Prohibited species — return to sea immediately DIS (PRO) 

B Damaged by predators/disease — return to sea DIS (PDM) 

C High-survival exception — discarding allowed DIS (HSV) 

D De-minimis exception, below MCRS — discarding allowed DIS (DIM & LSC) 

E De-minimis exception, above MCRS — discarding allowed DIS (DIM & BMS) 

F Below MCRS, no exception — landing mandatory LAN (LSC) 

G Above MCRS, undersized fraction — landing mandatory LAN (BMS) 

H Non-quota species, do not want to land — discarding allowed DIS (NLO), if >50 kg 

I 
Does not meet trade norms/MCRS, or sea bass restriction applies — discard-
ing mandatory 

DIS (NLO) 

J Non-quota species (incl. sea bass within limits) — landing allowed LAN (LSC) 
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Figure 1. Flowchart for the landing obligation for demersal fisheries in the North Sea and English Channel (2026).
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The panels on the flowchart summarise the species groupings underlying the decision tree, as relevant to the 
North Sea and Channel demersal fishery. They are examples, not exhaustive lists; the full and legally binding 
lists, together with the complete area/gear-specific exceptions tables, are set out in the regulations cited in 
Section 6 and in Annexes 2–3 of the full report. 

 

Porbeagle (POR), starry ray (RJR) and common skate (RJB), together with a number of other species that are 
prohibited under Article 21 of Regulation (EU) 2025/202 but do not otherwise occur in the North Sea or Channel. 

 

Blonde ray (RJH), brill (BLL), hake (HKE), horse mackerel (HOM), cod (COD), saithe (POK), ling (LIN), mackerel 
(MAC), Norway pout (NOP), haddock (HAD), plaice (PLE), thornback ray (RJC), turbot (TUR), sole (SOL), megrim 
(LEM), whiting (WHG) and anglerfish (MON). Sea bass (BSS) is not a quota species, but is subject to seasonal, 
area and per-vessel tonnage restrictions, as reflected in the dedicated branch of the flowchart. 

 

North Sea: rays (all waters, all gears); plaice (Union waters, beam trawl, undersized only); sole (UK waters, otter 
trawls, undersized only, under strict conditions); turbot (Union waters, TBB). 

Channel: rays (all waters, all gears); plaice (all waters, Scottish seine, undersized only); sole (UK waters, demersal 
trawls, otter and pair trawls, undersized only, vessels under 10 m). 

 

North Sea: horse mackerel (OTB, OTT, PTB — up to 5% of catch; does not apply to SSC and TBB), mackerel (OTB, 
OTT, PTB — up to 5% of catch; does not apply to SSC and TBB), plaice (OTB, OTT, TBN, undersized only, with 
SepNep — up to 3% of catch of several species), sole (TBB, undersized only, with Flemish panel), whiting (OTB, 
OTT, SDN, SSC, undersized only — up to 4% of catch), and whiting (beam trawl, undersized only — up to 2% of 
the combined plaice and sole catch). 

Channel: horse mackerel (practically all gears — up to 3% of bycatch), mackerel (practically all gears — up to 3% 
of bycatch), and whiting (practically all gears — up to 3% of catch). 

 

The flowchart is based on the following EU legal instruments, as in force for the 2026 fishing year: 

• Regulation (EU) 1380/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013 on the 
Common Fisheries Policy (consolidated text, 1 January 2023). 

• Regulation (EU) 2019/1241 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2019 on the conser-
vation of fisheries resources and the protection of marine ecosystems through technical measures, OJ L 
198/105, 20.6.2019. 

• Regulation (EC) 1224/2009 of the Council of 20 November 2009 establishing a Community control system 
for ensuring compliance with the rules of the Common Fisheries Policy (consolidated text, 11 October 
2024), as amended by Regulation (EU) 2023/2824 with effect from 10 January 2026. 

• Regulation (EEC) 2406/96 of the Council of 26 November 1996 laying down common marketing standards 
for certain fishery products (consolidated text, 26 May 2005). 

• Regulation (EU) 2025/202 of the Council of 30 January 2025 fixing for 2025 and 2026 the fishing opportu-
nities for certain fish stocks, OJ L, 31.1.2025. 

• Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/2459 of the Commission of 22 August 2023 supplementing Regulation 
(EU) 2018/973 with further details of the landing obligation for certain fisheries in the North Sea for 2024–
2027. 
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• Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/2623 of the Commission of 22 August 2023, as rectified by Delegated 
Regulation (EU) 2024/1388 of 11 March 2024, supplementing Regulation (EU) 2019/472 with further de-
tails of the landing obligation for certain fisheries in the western waters for 2024–2027. 

For the wider legal and empirical analysis underlying this flowchart — including the discard-monitoring data 
review, the evaluation of the landing obligation, the skipper questionnaire, and the complete species and ex-
ceptions tables — see: 

Pastoors, M.A. and Molenaar, E. (2025). Bijvangst en teruggooi in de demersale visserij. Analyse van praktijk en 
regelgeving. MPFF 2025/01, prepared for Cornelis Vrolijk B.V. Confidential. 

 

 

This report and the accompanying flowchart were prepared by Martin Pastoors, Pastoors Fish & Fisheries, on 
behalf of Cornelis Vrolijk B.V., as a standalone extract of the flowchart developed within the confidential study 
referenced in Section 6. The underlying study was co-authored with Erik Molenaar (Molenaar Oceans and Polar 
Law Consultancy) and contains additional material — discard data analysis, a landing obligation evaluation, skip-
per interviews, and detailed legal annexes — that is not reproduced here and remains confidential to Cornelis 
Vrolijk B.V. 

The information in this report and in the flowchart concerning the landing obligation and its exceptions is in-
tended for informational and operational support purposes only. No rights can be derived from its content, and 
the author accepts no liability for any consequences arising from its use. For legally binding information, the 
official EU legislation and applicable national regulations should always be consulted directly. 

Fishing opportunities, quota allocations and the underlying delegated regulations are updated periodically and 
can also change during the year. The flowchart reflects the situation as understood on 15 December 2025 and 
should be reviewed and, where necessary, revised at the start of each fishing year or whenever the underlying 
regulations change.  


