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The EU landing obligation (the “discard ban”) requires that all catches of quota-managed species be landed and 
counted against quota, subject to a number of exceptions. In practice, applying this rule at sea is far from 
straightforward: a skipper must combine species identification, minimum conservation reference sizes, high-
survival and de-minimis exceptions, vessel-flag-specific rules for ICCAT species, and the correct logbook codes. 

To support consistent and correct decision-making on board, two complementary flowcharts were developed 
for the pelagic trawl fishery operating in the Northeast Atlantic (excluding Norwegian, Mauritanian and Moroc-
can waters): 

• A general flowchart covering the treatment of prohibited, quota and non-quota species and the applicable 
high-survival and de-minimis exceptions (Figure 1). 

• A dedicated flowchart for ICCAT-managed species - tuna, swordfish and blue shark - where the applicable 
rules depend on the flag state of the vessel (Figure 2). 

This report documents the purpose, structure and decision logic of both flowcharts, the classification of species 
that underlies them, and the legal sources from which the rules were derived. It is intended as a companion 
document for skippers, compliance officers and other stakeholders who use the flowcharts, and to make the 
underlying reasoning transparent and auditable. 

 

The flowcharts translate several layers of EU and national fisheries legislation into a single operational decision 
tree. The main legal building blocks are: 

 The landing obligation itself - Article 15 of the Common Fisheries Policy Regulation (EU) 1380/2013 - which 
sets out the general principle that catches of regulated species must be landed and counted against quota. 

 The Technical Measures Regulation (EU) 2019/1241, which defines prohibited species (Article 10 and Arti-
cle 21), minimum conservation reference sizes, and the high-survival and de-minimis exceptions (Annexes 
V and VI) that a Member State may apply to specific fisheries and gears. 

 The Control Regulation (EC) 1224/2009, which defines the logbook reporting codes used throughout the 
flowcharts (e.g. DIS and LAN, combined with a reason code such as PRO, HSV, DIM, NLO or BMS). 

 The annual fishing opportunities Regulation, currently (EU) 2025/202, which fixes the TACs and quotas for 
2025 and 2026 and therefore determines which species are “quota species” for the purposes of the 
flowchart. 

 The Marketing Standards Regulation (EEC) 2406/96, relevant to the “international trade norms” check ap-
plied to non-quota species that a vessel wishes to land. 

 For ICCAT-managed species: Regulation (EU) 2017/2107, which lays down ICCAT management, conserva-
tion and control measures, and Regulation (EU) 2023/2053, the multiannual management plan for bluefin 
tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean, which sets the bluefin-specific rules on minimum size, by-
catch percentages and eBCD documentation. 

 Regional delegated acts detailing the landing obligation for specific fisheries: Delegated Regulation (EU) 
2023/2459 (North Sea) and Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/2623 (western waters), for the period 2024–
2027. 

 National implementing measures that add flag-specific conditions, notably the UK Category A Pelagic Li-
cence Schedule 17 (2026 versions) and the French Arrêtés of 2 March 2021 and 18 March 2025 governing 
bluefin tuna and other ICCAT species bycatch. 

The full reference list is provided in Section 7. 
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The flowcharts were developed iteratively, in close consultation with the commissioning company (Cornelis-
Vrolijk B.V.) and refined over several rounds of feedback. The approach followed four steps: 

 

The applicable EU regulations, delegated acts and national instruments were reviewed to identify, for each spe-
cies or species group relevant to the pelagic fishery, whether it is prohibited, subject to a quota, or non-quota; 
whether a high-survival or de-minimis exception applies; and what the correct logbook code is for each possible 
outcome. 

 

The legal rules were translated into a sequential set of yes/no questions that mirror the order in which a skipper 
would naturally assess a catch: first whether the species may be kept at all (prohibited check), then whether it 
is damaged by predators or disease, then whether it is a quota or non-quota species, and finally - depending on 
the applicable exceptions - whether it must, may, or may not be landed, and under which logbook code. 

 

Because the rules for ICCAT species (tuna, swordfish, blue shark) diverge materially between Dutch, UK and 
French-flagged vessels - in particular for bluefin tuna, which is subject to bycatch percentage limits, minimum 
sizes, eBCD registration and, for some flags, restrictions on designated landing ports - a separate panel was built 
specifically for this species group, branching first on vessel flag. 

 

Draft versions were tested against real bycatch scenarios and feedback from the fleet, and the layout was itera-
tively compressed and restructured so that each flowchart fits on a single A4 sheet (landscape), making it usable 
as a printed quick-reference on the bridge. 

 

Figure 1 (next page) shows the main decision tree, which is entered every time a fish is caught. At a high level, 
the logic proceeds as follows: 

 Prohibited species (e.g. porbeagle, common skate, several deep-sea sharks, rays and chimaeras, and - for 
pelagic fisheries in areas 4bc, 6a and 7 - sea bass) must be returned to the sea immediately with as little 
damage as possible (Action A, logbook code DIS/PRO). 

 Fish visibly damaged by predators or disease is also returned to the sea (Action B, DIS/PDM), reflecting the 
exemption for catches damaged by predation. 

 ICCAT species (tuna, swordfish, blue shark) are routed to the dedicated ICCAT panel (Figure 2), described 
in Section 5. 

 For quota species, the flowchart checks whether a high-survival exception (Panel B) or a de-minimis ex-
ception (Panel C) applies for that species and gear. If so, discarding is allowed under the relevant code, 
subject to a minimum-size check. 

 If no exception applies, undersized quota fish must be landed as below-minimum-size catch (Actions F/G, 
LAN/LSC or LAN/BMS), in line with the landing obligation; fish above the minimum size are landed under 
normal rules. 

 Non-quota species follow a simpler path: the skipper decides whether to land the catch, subject only to a 
check against commercial marketing standards or the minimum conservation reference size. 
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Figure 1. Flowchart for the landing obligation in pelagic fisheries in the Northeast Atlantic Ocean (2026), excluding Norwegian, Mauritanian and Moroccan waters.  
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Each end point of the flowchart corresponds to a specific action and logbook entry, summarised below. 

Action Outcome Logbook code 

A Prohibited species - return to sea immediately DIS (PRO) 

B Damaged by predators/disease - return to sea DIS (PDM) 

C High-survival exception - discarding allowed DIS (HSV) 

D De-minimis exception, below MCRS - discarding allowed DIS (DIM & LSC) 

E De-minimis exception, above MCRS - discarding allowed DIS (DIM & BMS) 

F Below MCRS, no exception - landing mandatory LAN (LSC) 

G Above MCRS, undersized fraction - landing mandatory LAN (BMS) 

H Non-quota species, do not want to land - discarding allowed DIS (NLO) 

I Non-quota species, does not meet trade norms - discard or land as BMS DIS (NLO) / LAN (BMS) 

J Non-quota species, meets trade norms - landing allowed LAN (LSC) 

 

 

Figure 2 shows the dedicated decision tree for ICCAT-managed species - tuna, swordfish and blue shark. These 
species are treated separately because the applicable rules are not primarily determined by EU-wide quota sta-
tus but by the vessel's flag state, its authorisations, and - for bluefin tuna in particular - bycatch percentage 
limits, minimum sizes and eBCD (electronic Bluefin tuna Catch Document) registration. 

 

Yellowfin, bigeye and albacore tuna are prohibited species for Dutch vessels and must be returned to the sea. 
No directed fishery for bluefin tuna or swordfish is permitted; bluefin tuna below 30 kg or 115 cm fork length, 
and swordfish below 25 kg or 125 cm fork length, may not be landed. Vessels holding a bycatch authorisation 
for ICCAT species may land unavoidable bycatch of bluefin tuna and swordfish above these thresholds, with 
every landed bluefin tuna accompanied by an eBCD registration in an ICCAT-registered port (which, notably, 
does not include the Dutch ports of Scheveningen or IJmuiden). 

 

No directed fishery for tuna or swordfish is permitted. Bycatch of bluefin tuna below the minimum size must be 
returned to sea. Above the minimum size, landing is possible only in a UK port with eBCD registration, and is 
capped at a maximum of one bluefin tuna per trip; any additional bluefin tuna caught must be landed for re-
search purposes or destruction rather than for consumption. Albacore and swordfish bycatch may be landed 
subject to specific per-trip limits, as set out in the UK Category A Pelagic Licence Schedule 17. 

 

Bluefin tuna bycatch below the minimum size is returned to sea. Above the minimum size, landing is permitted 
only where bluefin tuna bycatch remains at or below 20% of the total catch on board, subject to single-use 
tagging (“bagues”) obtained from the French authorities (DDTM) before departure and registration on the eBCD 
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platform as a non-BFT ICCAT vessel. Above the 20% threshold, live fish must be released and dead fish landed 
but not for human consumption. Albacore, bigeye, yellowfin tuna and swordfish are subject to further conditions 
linked to the availability of non-AEP and French EU quota, under the Arrêtés of 2 March 2021 and 18 March 
2025. 

In all three cases, any ICCAT species not otherwise covered by a specific rule (e.g. incidental catches of other 
tuna species or blue shark) defaults to the precautionary outcome: immediate release with minimal damage, 
logged as DIS (PRO). 
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Figure 2. Flowchart for the landing obligation for ICCAT species in pelagic fisheries in the Northeast Atlantic Ocean (2026).  
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The tables below reproduce the species groupings underlying the flowchart, as examples relevant to the pelagic 
fishery. They are not exhaustive; the full and legally binding lists are set out in the regulations cited in Section 7. 

 

Porbeagle (POR), starry ray (RJR), common skate (RJB), red bream (BYS), a range of deep-sea sharks (e.g. API, CWO, 
CFB, CYO, CYP, GUP, GUY, HXC, SCK, DCA, ETR, ETX, SHO, GAM, SBL, OXN, SYR, GSK), deep-sea rays (JAD, RJY, RJG) 
and deep-sea chimaeras (CMO, WCH, HCH, HCR, CYA, KXA, CYH, CYZ, RCT). Sea bass (BSS) is a prohibited species for 
pelagic fisheries in areas 4bc, 6a and 7. ICCAT species are addressed separately in the dedicated panel (Section 5). 

 

Alfonsino (ALF), anchovy (ANE), anglerfish (ANF), greater argentine (ARU), blue ling (BLI), boarfish (BOC), black scab-
bardfish (BSF), capelin (CAP), cod (COD), Greenland halibut (GHL), haddock (HAD), herring (HER), hake (HKE), horse 
mackerel (HOM), megrims (LEZ), ling (LIN), mackerel (MAC), Spanish mackerel (MAS), Norway pout (NOP), plaice 
(PLE), saithe (POK), pollack (POL), beaked redfish (REB), redfish (RED), sprat (SPR), northern shortfin squid (SQI), tusk 
(USK), blue whiting (WHB), whiting (WHG); blue shark (BSH) and spurdog (DGS); several ray species (RJC, RJE, RJN, 
RJA, RJH, RJM, RJU); and grenadiers (RNG, GRV, RHG). 

 

Red seabream (BRB), conger eel (COE), cuttlefish (CTC), grey and red gurnard (GUG, GUU), red mullet (MUR), pil-
chard/sardine (PIL), Atlantic pomfret (POA), common squid (SQR), greater weever (WEG), several deep-sea species 
(BHG, GSD, GSL, LDU, SBB, SEE, TGV) and small-spotted catshark (SYC). 

 

Applicable to rays in the pelagic trawl fishery: all rays, all gears, in the North Sea and northwestern waters (areas 5 
excluding 5a, and Union waters of sectors 5b, 6 and 7); and all rays except bigeye ray in southwestern waters (areas 
8, 9 and 10 and Cecaf sectors 34.1.1, 34.1.2 and 34.2.0). 

 

No de-minimis exception applies in the North Sea. In northwestern waters, whiting (WHG) benefits from a de-minimis 
exception of up to 3% of catch in areas 7d and 7e, across practically all gears. In southwestern waters, anchovy (ANE), 
mackerel (MAC) and horse mackerel (HOM) benefit from a de-minimis exception of up to 4% of catch in area 8. 

A further exemption applies specifically to pilchard/sardine, anchovy, herring, horse mackerel and mackerel caught 
in mixed cartons: undersized fish of these species may be landed (rather than discarded) where they represent less 
than 10% by live weight of the total catch of that species on board, provided that if the undersized fish are sorted 
into separate cartons they must be landed as below-minimum-size (BMS) catch. 

 

The flowcharts are based on the following EU and national legal instruments, as in force for the 2026 fishing year: 

• Regulation (EU) 1380/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2013 on the Com-
mon Fisheries Policy (consolidated text, 1 January 2023). 
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• Regulation (EU) 2019/1241 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 June 2019 on the conservation 
of fisheries resources and the protection of marine ecosystems through technical measures, OJ L 198/105, 
20.6.2019. 

• Regulation (EC) 1224/2009 of the Council of 20 November 2009 establishing a Community control system for 
ensuring compliance with the rules of the Common Fisheries Policy (consolidated text, 11 October 2024). 

• Regulation (EEC) 2406/96 of the Council of 26 November 1996 laying down common marketing standards for 
certain fishery products (consolidated text, 26 May 2005). 

• Regulation (EU) 2025/202 of the Council of 30 January 2025 fixing for 2025 and 2026 the fishing opportunities 
for certain fish stocks, and amending Regulation (EU) 2024/257, OJ L, 31.1.2025. 

• Regulation (EU) 2017/2107 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 November 2017 laying down 
management, conservation and control measures applicable in the ICCAT Convention area, amending Regula-
tions (EC) 1936/2001, (EC) 1984/2003 and (EC) 520/2007. 

• Regulation (EU) 2023/2053 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 September 2023 establishing a 
multiannual management plan for bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and the Mediterranean, amending Regu-
lations (EC) 1936/2001, (EU) 2017/2107 and (EU) 2019/833, and repealing Regulation (EU) 2016/1627. 

• Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/2459 of the Commission of 22 August 2023 supplementing Regulation (EU) 
2018/973 with further details of the landing obligation for certain fisheries in the North Sea for 2024–2027. 

• Delegated Regulation (EU) 2023/2623 of the Commission of 22 August 2023 supplementing Regulation (EU) 
2019/472 with further details of the landing obligation for certain fisheries in western waters for 2024–2027, 
OJ L, 2023/2623, 22.11.2023. 

• UK Category A Pelagic Licence Schedule 17, versions V2 (1 February 2026) and V3 (1 March 2026). 

• Arrêté du 2 mars 2021 (France), national control measures for the bluefin tuna fishery. 

• Arrêté du 18 mars 2025 (France), national measures on albacore, bigeye tuna and swordfish quota. 

 

This report and the accompanying flowcharts were prepared by Martin Pastoors, Pastoors Fish & Fisheries, as part 
of ongoing advisory work on the practical implementation of the EU landing obligation in the pelagic fishing sector 

The flowcharts were developed for Cornelis Vrolijk B.V. by Martin Pastoors Fish & Fisheries and are intended for 
informational and operational support purposes only. No rights can be derived from their content, and the author 
accepts no liability for any consequences arising from their use. For legally binding information, the official EU legis-
lation and applicable national regulations should always be consulted directly. 

Fishing opportunities, quota allocations and national implementing measures are updated annually and can also 
change during the year; the flowcharts reflect the situation as understood on 22 April 2026 and should be reviewed 
and, where necessary, revised at the start of each fishing year or whenever the underlying regulations change. 


